CHAPTER VI
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SENTIMENTS

WE have seen that a sentiment is an organised
system of emotional dispositions centred about
the idea of some object. The organisation of the
sentiments in the developing mind is determined by the
course of experience; that is to say, the sentiment is a
growth in the structure of the mind that is not natively
given in the inherited constitution. This is certainly
true in the main, though the maternal sentiment might
almost seem to be innate; but we have to remember
that in the human mother this sentiment may, and gener-
ally does, begin to grow up about the idea of its object,
before the child is born.1

The growth of the sentiments is of the utmost import-
ance for the character and conduct of individuals and
of societies; it is the organisation of the affective and
conative life. In the absence of sentiments our emotional
life would be a mere chaos, without order, consistency,
ror continuity of any kind; and all our social relations
and conduct, being based on the emotions and their
impulses, would be correspondingly chaotic, unpre-
dictable, and unstable. It is only through the systematic
organisation of the emotional dispositions in sentiments
that the volitional control of the immediate promptings

1 In a recent article criticising M. Ribot's book, Les Passions (Mind,
vol xvi. p. 502), Mr. Shand has suggested that the sentiment of love
is innately organised. I cannot see any sufficient grounds for accept-
ing this suggestion, and I believe that any such assumption will raise
more difficulties than it solves. In previous chapters I have suggested
that certain of the instincts may have peculiarly intimate innate
relations, that, e.g., the instinct of pugnacity is thus specially in-
timately connected with the maternal instinct and with the sex instinct
of the male. But even this seems to me very questionable,
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